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This is the true story of two decorated combat veterans linked by tragedy, who come home from the

Middle East and find a new way to save their comrades and heal their country.In Charlie Mike, Joe

Klein tells the dramatic story of Eric Greitens and Jake Wood, larger-than-life war heroes who come

home and use their military discipline and values to help others. This is a story that hasnâ€™t been

told before, one of the most hopeful to emerge from Iraq and Afghanistanâ€”a saga of lives saved,

not wasted. Greitens, a Navy SEAL and Rhodes Scholar, spends years working in refugee camps

before he joins the military. He enlists because he believes the innocent of the world need heavily

armed, moral protection. Wounded in Iraq, Greitens returns home and finds that his fellow veterans

at Bethesda Naval Hospital all want the same thing: they want to continue to serve their country in

some way, no matter the extent of their injuries. He founds The Mission Continues to provide paid

public service fellowships for wounded veterans. One of the first Mission Continues fellows is

charismatic former Marine sergeant Jake Wood, a natural leader who began Team Rubicon,

organizing 9/11 veterans for dangerous disaster relief projects around the world. â€œWe do

chaos,â€• he says. The chaos they face isnâ€™t only in the streets of Haiti after the 2011 earthquake

or in New York City after Hurricane Sandyâ€”itâ€™s also in the lives of their fellow veterans,

whoâ€™ve come home from the wars traumatized and looking for a sense of purpose. Greitens and

Wood believe that the military virtues of discipline and selflessness, of sacrifice for the greater good,

can save livesâ€”and not just the lives of their fellow veterans. They believe that invigorated veterans

can lead, by personal example, to stronger communitiesâ€”and they prove it in Charlie Mike. Their

personal saga is compelling and inspirational: Greitens and Wood demonstrate how the skills of war

can also provide a path to peace, personal satisfaction, and a more vigorous nation.
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4.75 stars Charlie Mike is not the name of any person, but military shorthand for â€œcontinue the

mission.â€• This is the story of some veterans from Americaâ€™s 21st century wars and their

reorientation to civilian life.Navy veteran Eric Greitens was the initial driving force behind the

organization that grew to be named â€œThe Mission Continues.â€• His life had been filled with a

desire to achieve excellence in all things, academics, sports, martial arts, leadership, and service,

military and otherwise. That innate urge led him to carve a way for veterans of his generation to

transition back to the civilian world. Ericâ€™s ideal of â€œwarriorâ€• and all that entailed convinced

him that veterans needed not only to be of service but also needed the camaraderie of fellow

veterans while doing so. Many felt isolated from the civilian population and struggled to fit in. Give

them a mission/purpose with other vets and they could heal each other and hopefully decrease the

astronomical rate of suicide and emotional dysfunction among the men and women who had

served.Jake Wood, a Marine veteran of Afghanistan, and his buddy Clay Hunt, were on their way

back from volunteer service in post earthquake Haiti, on a plane to Miami, when they found

Ericâ€™s advertisement in â€œOutsideâ€• magazine. He was looking for veterans who wanted to be

part of a force that used their military skills for service to others. Jake and Clay had just completed a

remarkable experience in Haiti and both knew they wanted to help at another disaster zone in the

future. To their surprise, they found the Haitian people gracious and grateful for the help that they

brought. They saw no evidence of the havoc that was described on broadcast TV and in other

media.That was the opening for Jake and Eric to join forces.
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